
Winter Rules

The purpose of preferred lies or winter rules are primarily to protect the course during cold 
wet weather. If the ground is particularly wet or muddy, preferred lies afford relief from 
conditions that might otherwise interfere with fair play. 
Always check the local rules on display prior to play to see what relief is allowable. 
Through the green: This is the whole area of the course except the teeing ground and 
putting green of the hole being played. It excludes all hazards.
Closely Mown:  Means any areas on the course, including paths through the rough, cut to 
fairway height or less.
Cut Grass: This term is used in Galway Golf Club, 
which refers to all areas "through the green", that 
has grass which is cut to a specified height. It 
excludes long uncut rough as is seen on the right of 
the 12th and close to gorse bushes. It excludes 
areas under the trees where there is no grass 
growing.  
To avoid penalty when taking relief, the following 
steps should be followed.
• Before lifting the ball, mark it's position.
• The ball may be cleaned.
• Place it on a spot within six inches and no nearer 

the hole than its original position.
• A player may place his ball only once.
• It is in play once replaced. 
If the player fails to mark the position of the ball before 
lifting it, or moves the ball in any manner, such as rolling it with a club, he incurs a penalty 
of one stroke. 
Players cannot agree to exclude the operation of any rule or to waive any penalties 
incurred. Were players to agree not to mark the ball before taking relief or not to include 
any penalties incurred, both are subject to disqualification. See rule 1-3.
Remember, don't just take my word for it, always consult your rule book.
Aine Binchy. 
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